Week of May 12, 2019

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and Small Child
R ead : Psalm 23
R eflect:

Over the next several weeks, we’ll be hearing a lot about sheep and lambs and shepherds
in our gospel lessons. Sheep are funny animals, incredibly stubborn and utterly defenseless—much like
toddlers and other small humans. We are the shepherds of the little ones we love, and following Jesus’
example of protecting his flock, finding lost lambs, and knowing just the right way to call us back into the
fold. This idea of sheep and shepherds is a wonderful way to draw children into the story of God. As you
read through this beloved psalm with your littles, take some time to help them into the story—God is
our good shepherd, and we are God’s sheep. And in families, parents are shepherds and children are
sheep.
Psalm 23 is one of the most comforting, often-quoted psalms. We read it during hard times, when our
hearts are troubled, when we feel afraid or need to be reminded of God’s saving, life-giving presence.
Introducing this psalm to a child is a wonderful way to begin encouraging their trust and faith in God’s
goodness and protection in their lives. It may be especially helpful for anxious children or little ones who
struggle with sleeping at night.
Think about the following questions when you are reading through this psalm, and stop to talk about
these things with your child while you read it to them.
 What does this psalm look like in the life of your family?
 Where are the grassy pastures and restful waters you lead your children to rest and drink from?
 How do you remind your children they are safe with you, even when the world can be scary?
How does love and goodness pursue your child?

R espond :

If you are a parent, consider reading this psalm and talking through it during your
bedtime routine. If you are a non-parent caregiver, you can help set a quiet mood for reading and
reflecting on this story by allowing little ones to cozy up with their lovies or bring in some soft sheep
toys to cuddle while you talk.
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Week of May 12, 2019

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and elementary
Read: Revelation 7:9-17
Reflect: Have you ever been to an amusement park? Or a carnival? Or the zoo? If
you have, you will most likely see many different people! I didn’t mention school even
though I know that there are many children at your school. I only mentioned places
where you can have nonstop fun. Our reading depicts a multitude or, a great number of
people praising and worshipping God. People from all over the world can have nonstop
fun praising God our Creator.

Respond: When you are playing, do you feel a sense of joy and wonder? Practice
feeling that same joy and wonder when you are at church.
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Week of May 12, 2019

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and youth
Read: Psalm 23
Reflect: Many of us have grown up memorizing Psalm 23; it's a scripture we hear
often in church, but have we truly learned the meaning behind Psalm 23 and how we
can apply it to our life? The essence of Psalm 23 is finding rest in Christ in the midst of
chaos. It's a reminder that no matter what obstacles stand in our way, Christ is with us.
He is there to bring peace to our weary souls. He is there to bring us joy in the midst of
sorrow. He is there to lead us through valleys and the darkest places. There is no place
of pain or despair in your life that Christ can’t reach. There is no amount of shame or
mistakes that you’ve made that can keep you from His mercy and love. The rest and
love David speaks of in Psalm 23 is accessible to all of us.

Respond: Write down Psalm 23 in your journal or somewhere you can see it daily,
and then write down a list of the areas of life you’d like to find rest in (these areas could
be school, work, family, etc.)
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Week of May 12, 2019

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and Adult
Read: Psalm 23
Reflect: The words of this Psalm were written by David and they come from his experience as a
shepherd. Though Psalm 23 has been comforting for many generations of believers, sometimes the
language is beyond our understanding. Nevertheless, we can find peace in the words as we relate them
to the care God gives to us.
David understood the hard work that goes into caring for the sheep. When he wrote this psalm, he saw
the Lord as his shepherd doing everything necessary to keep him safe and satisfied. Though we have not
experienced that type of life, we can know that Jesus will be true to His Word and that He will keep us
through the cold of winter and the heat of summer. He will care for the fields so that we will not harm
ourselves or get lost because we have gone looking for greener pastures. He will be with us as He guides
our paths into places where we will find everything we need to sustain our lives. He will protect us from
the things that seek to bring us harm. He will keep us safe with His rod and staff. In Him we will find
comfort, peace, joy and life. Jesus is our shepherd, we shall not want for anything.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.” He knows each of his sheep and we know His voice. He cares for
us through the cold of winter and the heat of summer. He ensures we are safe and have plenty of food
and water to sustain us. He was willing to lay down His life for His sheep.

Respond: God provides all we need. Think about each line of Psalm 23. How has God fulfilled
each of those needs in your life today? How has God comforted you? How has God given you peace, joy
and life?
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