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Wednesday Grace Notes
Don’t forget to sign up for one of Grace Church
Cathedral’s most popular events. The annual oyster roast will be this Saturday, January 27 at the
Johns Island home of parishioners Mary and Phil
Bradley. Steamed oysters will be served beginning
at 5:00 p.m. until they are all gone. For the faint
of heart, other fare will be served. Bring oyster
knives and gloves if you have them and a flashlight to use as you walk to your car. Dress for the
weather. Tickets are $25 per person. Due to the
presence of alcohol, attendees must be age 21 or
older. A link to purchase tickets is at gracechurchcharleston.org or via the weekly Grace to
You email.

Grace will hold its Annual Parish Meeting between the 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. services this Sunday, January 28. The annual report of the parish
will be distributed, and elections will be held for
five members of the vestry, two wardens and delegates to the Diocesan Convention. Everyone is
welcome. To vote, a person must be a communicant of Grace age 16 or older with a record of giving that is known to the treasurer. (If you have a
question about whether you're eligible, please
contact the Church Office before the meeting.)
For members unable to attend the meeting, absentee ballots may be cast in person at the church
office during regular office hours through Friday.
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Welcome to Grace Church Cathedral, celebrating our 172nd year of service and worship in Charleston.
Page numbers on the right side of this leaflet refer to the Book of Common Prayer. Hymn numbers are
on the left side; numbers preceded by ‘S’ are from the Service Music at the front of the Hymnal.
Please silence all electronic devices before the liturgy begins.

THE WORD OF GOD
Voluntary

Improvisation on an old Scottish Psalm tune (Martyrs)

Parks Greene

A Prayer of King Henry VI

Henry G. Ley

Introit

Domine, Jesu Christe,
qui me creasti, redemisti,
et preordinasti ad hoc quod sum,
tu scis quid de me facerevis;
fac de me secundum voluntatem tuam
cum misericordia. Amen.
Hymn
1. Grace descends
on God’s belov-ed,
Never failing, now we sing.
Living out our pilgrim calling,
Walking with our wounded King.
Gather now your faithful people,
Mold us in your
love-shaped grasp.
Lead our steps with holy longing,
As we’ve known in ages past.

Jesu Christ, Lord Almighty,
Who didst create me, and redeem me,
and hast brought me now to that which I am.
Thou knowest what thou wilt have me to be,
Deal with me according to Thy loving kindness,
And show me Thy mercy, Lord. Amen.

Grace descends on God’s beloved
2. New found callings,
Christ’s assurance,
Ever-living, still he saves.
Changing lives through
changing waters,
Tides that flow refreshing waves.
Bless us here at this beginning,
Bathe us from
your soothing depths.
Lead us to
your promised purpose,
Springing from
your mighty crests.

Hyfrydol
. On this day of dedication
Lift us as your Spirit soars,
To the place of holy living
Where your call to justice roars.
May we serve as we encounter
Your great care in sacred sign,
In this place of peace and calling,
Grace amazing, love divine.

Acclamation and Response
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity (said together)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Kyrie

(Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena)

Healey Willan

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
God of truth and sacrifice, we give thanks for your servant William Alexander Guerry, who, like the church's
first martyr, gave witness to your liberating gospel and echoed Christ's healing words of forgiveness. May we
also seek your truth as we offer ourselves in obedience to the same. All this we pray through him who is forever
the bishop and reformer of our souls, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Please be seated.

The Reading: Acts 7:54-60

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at Stephen. But he, full
of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him
out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling
to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had
said this he fell asleep.

Reader:
People:

Page 4

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-8
Refrain (sung first by Cantor, then by all)

George Black

Cantor: I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,

All:

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.

Refrain

Cantor: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

All:

our God is full of compassion.
The Lord watches over the innocent;
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

Refrain

Cantor: Turn again to your rest, O my soul,

All:

for the Lord has treated you well.
For you have rescued my life from death
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Refrain

Please stand.

Gradual Hymn 241

Harken to the anthem glorious

Laus Deo

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:2-8
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.
Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind
closed doors will be proclaimed from the housetops. “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the
body, and after that can do nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has
killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?
Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before
others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God.”

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

The Homily
A period of silent reflection is kept.
Please stand.
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The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father, saying, Lord,
hear our prayer.

Intercessor: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the
unity of all. Let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: For Skip our Bishop, Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury,

for the leaders of our sister Churches, and for all clergy and people. Let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Intercessor:
People:
Intercessor:

Lord, hear our prayer.
For the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority. Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For this community, for every city, town and village, and for all the people who live within
them. Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For good weather, and for abundant harvests for all to share. Let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Intercessor:
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: For those who travel by land, air, or water, for the sick and the suffering, for prisoners and
captives, and for their safety, health and salvation. Let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: For our deliverance from all affliction, strife and need, and for the absolution of our sins and
offenses. Let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Celebrant:

Lord, hear our prayer.
Remembering all who have gone before us in faith, and in communion with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Blessed William, and with all the saints, we commit ourselves, one another, and
our whole life to Christ our God. Amen

The Confession and Absolution
The Peace

Celebrant:
People:

360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Hymn 239
1. Blessed feasts of blessed martyrs,
holy women, holy men,
with affections recollections
greet we your return again.
Worthy deeds they wrought,
and wonders,
worthy of the name they bore;
we, with meetest praise and
sweetest,
honor them for evermore.

Blessed feasts of blessed martyrs
2. Faith prevailing, hope unfailing,
loving Christ with single heart,
thus they, glorious and victorious,
bravely bore the martyr’s part,
by contempt of every anguish,
by unyielding battle done;
victors at the last, they triumph,
with the host of angels one.

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)
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Abbot’s Leigh (379)
3. Therefore, ye that reign in glory,
fellow heirs with Christ on high,
join to ours your supplication
when before him we draw nigh,
praying that, this life completed,
all its fleeting moments past,
by his grace we may be worthy
of eternal bliss at last.

367

Sanctus and Benedictus S130

Schubert

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

The Lord’s Prayer (said together)
The Breaking of the Bread
Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei

Anthem

Beckett Gerald Senchur

These are they which follow the Lamb

Sir John Goss

These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.
These were redeemed from among men,
being the first-fruits unto God and to the Lamb.
And in their mouth was found no guile:
for they are without fault before the throne of God.

- Revelation 14:4-5

Communion Hymn 603
The Communion of the People

When Christ was lifted from the earth

St. Botolph

To receive the consecrated Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed. When receiving the Wine, please assist the
chalice as it is offered; or, having consumed the Bread, you may return to your seat. We believe Christ fully present in either
element. Christians of all denominations are welcome to receive Communion. If you prefer not to receive the Sacrament, you
may ask for a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please speak to a priest when you come forward for Communion.

The Postcommunion Prayer (said together)

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Processional Hymn 624
Jerusalem the golden
The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Voluntary

Placare Christe servulis

Ewing

Marcel Dupré
Page 7

William Alexander Guerry

Bishop, Reformer, and Martyr
William Alexander Guerry served as the bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina from 1907 to the time of his
death in 1928. Born in South Carolina in 1861, Guerry had an illustrious career as a parish priest and bishop and as
Chaplain and Professor of Homiletics and Pastoral Theology at the University of the South.
The value and discernment of truth became a hallmark of Guerry’s ministry. He recognized that no one on earth
has yet been given the whole truth but, by God’s grace, we all possess a part of it. It is within this framework of
truth that he formed his vision of what a Christian community should be like.
In 1909, the second year of his episcopate, Guerry, addressing a meeting of provincial church leaders in Birmingham Alabama, explained his belief about the breadth and depth of the Christian community, “We should strive for
unity, not uniformity. Uniformity is mechanical, barren, unfruitful, and unprofitable. Unity is organic, living, and
capable of endless growth. If we are to be truly catholic, as Christ himself is catholic, then we must have a
church broad enough to embrace within its communion every living human soul.”

Guerry’s theology of the broadness of the Church led him to propose, in 1914, the election of a black suffragan
bishop for South Carolina to be responsible for the ministry to black Episcopalians, and to insure that all people,
regardless of race, were part of the community of Christ in the diocese. The alternative, which unfortunately prevailed, was to separate the African American community into a “Missionary District for Negroes”, an arrangement
that continued until the after the mid-20th century when that segment of the Christian community was finally given an equal place in the community.
The bishop’s life on earth ended five days after he was shot in his office at St. Philip’s Church by a priest who had
attacked the bishop’s position on advancing racial equality in South Carolina, and especially on his proposal to install a black suffragan bishop in the diocese. The priest who shot the bishop had written that the bishop, given his
way, would root out the principle of white supremacy in the south. So, overtaken by hatred, and perhaps other
mental problems, he fired the shot that killed the bishop and then turned the gun on himself, taking his own life.
Before Bishop Guerry died in Roper Hospital, he said of his assailant, “Forgive him, Father, he knew not what he
did.”
Bishop Guerry, a hero and martyr among us, is a beacon now for Christian unity and for the expansion of the
community of all Christians.
A few quotations from Bishop Guerry:
“There is nothing which so distinguishes Christianity from all other religions as its capacity to assimilate new
truths, and to adjust itself to new conditions of thought and life. It has been the glory of Christianity that from the
beginning it has shown itself capable of change and development.”
“We should strive for unity, not uniformity. Uniformity is mechanical, barren, unfruitful, and unprofitable. Unity is
organic, living, and capable of endless growth.”
“Honor does not tend to beget humility. Honor could never have put it into the heart of Christ to say upon the
cross, 'Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ ”
“There is no substitute for the power of love.”
“It is a person not a dogma that invites our faith. It is a person, not a code of ethics that claims our love. It is not
the doctrine nor the ethics of Christianity that have proven themselves so irresistibly attractive. But it is the life and
character of Christ.”
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