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FORMA CONFERENCE 2018

FORMED FOR JUSTICE

We are in a golden age of children’s literature. All you have to do is think Harry Potter or Hunger Games to realize that today’s young
people are passionate about the books they choose to read and the characters, worlds, and ideas they meet in them. These stories shape
their sense of justice and the questions their generation is asking of our culture. Explore the riches of new books for children and youth
that enable us to engage young people and adults in conversations around issues of justice that include empathy, dignity for all, peace,
and injustice.

Books are available for purchase at http://www.hicklebees.com/

Empowerment
Love
Matt De La Pena/Loren Long
Preschool/Elementary
Whether you are working with children, youth or adults there are so many conversations you can open with this beautiful book that places
love at the foundation of what it is to be human and challenges us to risk being in relationship with others despite the frightening
uncertainties of the world. It’s told from the perspective of an adult talking to a young child but it’s voice speaks to all ages about love as
our grounding and empowering force for connection. Perfect for Valentine’s Day or any discussion about the nature of God.
Inclusion
Her Right Foot
Dave Eggers
Elementary/Middle
“Little children, let’s not love with words or speech but with action and truth,” (1 John 3:18). Excellent use of humor, trope and surprise to
move us to action to protect the ideal of welcome to all proclaimed by the Statue of Liberty.
The Wishtree
Katherine Applegate
3rd – 6th Grades
A gorgeous story of community, inclusion & memory told through the voices of animals and people as equals about the journey of a town
across time and generations learning to accept difference. This book works as a read-aloud across a very wide age range and would be
perfect as part of a Lent Soup Supper or summer one room school house series on tolerance and difference.
Conflict & Cooperation
Draw the Line
Kathryn Otoshi
Preschool/Elementary/Adult
Kathryn Otoshi is the master of the elegant image that says so much more (if you haven’t seen One check it out). Her latest is an ingenious
wordless book about peacemaking. She uses the color purple to signify discord and tension which makes it perfect for Lent usage. By
allowing your audience to tell you the story this book can open conversations about conflict with any age group.
Blue vs. Yellow
Tom Sullivan
Preschool/Elementary
A creative “we can do so much more together” story with a conflict about whether Blue or Yellow are better at its heart. As they fight over
each of their unique qualities they discover that together they can be even more. This book goes perfectly with 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 and
is ripe for an object lesson sermon if you are brave enough to use live paint during a church service.
Love, Triangle
Marcie Coleen/Bob Shea
Preschool/Kinder
Marcie Coleen uses every math pun possible to talk about the issue of navigating multiple relationships in a community and the ways that
our differences make for stronger friendships.
Love Your Enemy
The Wolf, The Duck & The Mouse
Mac Barnett/Jon Klassen
Preschool/Elementary
You may have used their Caldecott Honor Book classic, Extra Yarn to talk about sharing, scarcity and abundance. Barnett and Klassen have
teamed up again in this humorous and creative story about “natural” enemies learning to work together.
Baabwaa and Wooliam
David Elliott
Elementary/All Ages
Recently named Hicklebees book of the year 2017, this is a pun laden tale of the wolf lying down with the lamb for the 21st century.
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Youth & Violence
The Bad Seed
Jory John/Pete Oswald
Preschool/Elementary
There is an enormous amount of depth in this funny but serious picture book about negative labeling of people and how the ways people
see us affects our self-image and our choices. You could use this on the individual level with young children or even to talk about the issue
of racial profiling with teens and adults.
Long Way Down
Jason Reynolds
Middle/High School (and adults)
This National Book award finalist for 2017 is like nothing you’ve ever read before. It’s a novel written in verse. The whole narrative takes
place during a 60 second elevator ride as a boy tries to process the news of his brother’s death and decide whether or not he will kill the
person he believes responsible with the gun he’s just put in his pocket. He converses with ghosts of the victims of gun violence as he
struggles with his grief and anger, the messages of masculinity he’s received, and whether or not to seek revenge.
The 57 Bus
Dashka Slater
Middle/ High School (and adults)
Subtitled: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their lives, Slater follows the story of Sasha & Richard, a bus ride
home from school, and a single horrifying and reckless act that left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and
facing life imprisonment. Using interviews, social media, surveillance video, and public records, Slater tells a story that will encourage
discussions about gender identity, community, restorative justice and an improbable reconciliation.
Racism/White Supremacy/Slavery
Born a Crime
Trevor Noah
Teen and Adults
This is a memoir of Noah’s South African childhood in the waning days of Apartheid. It’s full of the humor and hard hitting political
insightfulness you would expect from the host of the Daily Show and devastatingly lays bare the illogic and insanity of building a society
around race-based segregation. His upbringing was also deeply religious and his tales of growing up in a host of different churches are
true gems. Each of the chapters stands alone making this the perfect tool for either one discussion or a series for youth or adult formation.
It’s worth getting ahold the audio book; Trevor Noah does his own narration and he’s quite the story teller.
I Am Harriet Tubman
Brad Meltzer, Chris Eliopoulos
K-4th grades
Part of the Ordinary People Who Changed the World series, this little gem gives us Harriet Tubman sharing her own life story in bright
graphical format drawing kids into the ways they can fight for social justice themselves.
That Is My Dream!
Langston Hughes/Daniel Miyares
Early Elementary
A picture book of Langston Hughes's poem "Dream Variation" about the dream of a world free of discrimination and racial prejudice with
pictures from the perspective of a young boy living in the segregated south imagining what freedom would look like.
Activism
Malala’s Magic Pencil
Malala Yousafzai
Elementary
Told from her perspective as a younger child, this book is a lovely picture book telling of the young activist for girls’ education and Nobel
Peace Prize winner’s awakening of her social conscience and discovery of the tools of activism.
Letters to a Prisoner
Jacques Goldstyn
Elementary/Middle/Adult
A clever wordless book about the power of the pen; works with children and adults to spur any letter writing campaign for social change.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Martin Rising: Requiem for a King
Andrea Davis Pinkney, J. Brian Pinkney
All Ages
This is the story of MLK’s last few months of life told in poetry. This book is almost liturgical in its structure and rhythms and the poems read
aloud beautifully. I’ve no doubt that a creative liturgist could build an entire MLK Day service around these poems.
Let the Children March
Monica Clark-Robinson/Frank Morrison
Elementary
This is the story of the Children’s March written for children in a way that puts them in the middle of the action, struggle and victories made
by the activism of children in the Civil Rights movement.
Black Lives Matter
In Your Hands
Carole Boston Weatherford/Brian Pinkney
Elementary/Middle/Adult
This is an explicitly theological picture book with a clever bait and switch that opens empathy and conversation around the issue of racial
profiling.
The Hate You Give
Angie Thomas
High School
A powerfully gripping book about the shooting of an unarmed black teen, the wildly different responses of two different communities and
the young black girl who has to figure out how to navigate both of them.
Schomburg: The Man Who Built a Library
Carole Boston Weatherford/Eric Velasquez
Elementary/Middle
Literacy and empowerment go hand in hand; this book traces the story of the Harlem renaissance’s free library activist.
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Immigration/Refugees
Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card
Sara Saedi
High School
It won’t be published until April but the sneak peek promises an intriguing memoir about Saedi’s teen years as an Iranian refugee growing
up in Silicon Valley.
Identity and Representation
Pashmina
Nidhi Chanani
4th – 8th grades
A young girl’s magic shawl leads her to ponder her cultural heritage and maturing self-identity. If you are looking for a way to build
empathy across religious boundaries in tweens and early teens this is your book; the way that Pashmina encounters and engages the
stories of the Hindu goddesses to inform her own life will feel very familiar to kids who have grown up in Episcopal Sunday Schools.
Spinning
Tillie Walden
High School
Coming of age, coming out, first love, pressure to perform, questioning a life-long dedication to a sport and discernment of ones’ gifts and
calling; it’s all in this gripping graphic novel memoir written by a 21-year old new voice about her high school years.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Jonah Winter/Stacy Innerst
Elementary School
Structured as a court case in which the reader is presented with evidence of the injustices that Ginsburg faced, this is the true story of her
perseverance to become the symbol of justice she is today. Includes author’s notes of her actual court cases.
Difference and Alternative Families
The Inexplicable Logic of my Life
Benjamin Alire Saenz
High School/Adult
A stunning book about three improbable friends facing grief, abandonment issues and the vulnerability of letting yourself be loved after
loss. At the center of the story, though never the focus of the narrative, is a Latino gay single father whose gentleness, stability and
extraordinary capacity for love is what gives these three teens the family they lack.
The Sidekicks
Will Kostakis
High School
This is The Breakfast Club for the 21st century. Three boys, the swimmer, the rebel and the nerd are brought together by the death of their
shared friend. As the barriers between them slowly come down, together they find ways to deal with grief, coming out and questions of
identity and meaning.
Gifts/Calling and Reaching Across Boundaries
Muddy
Michael Mahin/Evan Turk
Elementary
The story of blues legend Muddy Waters listening to his calling through all his struggles told in poetry with gorgeous imagery.
Secret Coders: Get with the Program
Gen Luen Yang/Mike Holmes
3rd – 7th grades
This is the latest in a series of techie, inclusive and empowering short adventure graphic novels aimed to get all kids, but especially people
of color and girls, interested in computer programming by this versatile MacArthur Grant award winning graphic novelist.
Secret Life of Lincoln Jones
Wendelin Van Draanen
4th- 8th grades
Following his cross-country move with his mother to escape her abusive boyfriend, Lincoln spends his after-school hours at the home for
people with memory loss and dementia where his mother works. This sweetly humorous story about intergenerational relationships,
coming of age and ageing was our Hicklebees book of the year 2016.
Superheroes
Miles Morales: Spider-Man
Jason Reynolds
Middle School
The master of tackling the tough issues faced by young people in urban black America for tween and teen audiences has written this novel
format story of the Cuban/African American Miles Morales, the Ultimate Marvel Comics’ Spiderman reboot. Because it’s Jason Reynolds,
it’s fun, funny and full of hard-hitting conversation starters on the prison clause of the 13th Amendment, the school to prison pipeline, white
supremacy, and being brown in “white spaces”.
Wonder Woman: Warbringer
Leigh Bardugo
Middle & High School
Teens know Leigh Bardugo as the author of the popular fantasy series Six of Crows. Here Bardugo weds the fates of a younger version of
the Wonder Woman of Patty Jenkin’s 2017 hit film and a teen heroine who has yet to discover her gifts. These two outsiders with unique
gifts come together to combat the “powers and principalities” hurtling the world toward war and destruction.
Renegades
Marissa Meyer
Middle and High School
Marissa Meyer, of the cyber-punk fairy tale Lunar Chronicles fame, has her own entry into the superhero genre. We enter this dystopian
world of heroes and villains at war from both sides of the conflict. Both the main characters and the reader are challenged to rethink
assumptions about whether there is such a thing as a right side and a wrong side during war as well as the choice to pursue vengeance or
justice.
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Katherine Doar is an Episcopal priest who has 18 years of experience in parish ministry with children and youth at
St. Francis Episcopal Church, San Jose, California. She also coordinates author visits to schools for Hicklebee’s, an
independent children’s bookstore in the heart of Silicon Valley. This has given her the gift of listening to some of
the best writers of this generation.

Books are available for purchase at http://www.hicklebees.com/
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