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Grace Church Cathedral
In the City of Charleston
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Welcome to Grace Church Cathedral, celebrating our 172nd year of service and worship in Charleston,
Page numbers on the right side of this leaflet refer to the Book of Common Prayer.
Please silence all electronic devices before the liturgy begins.

THE WORD OF GOD
Please stand.

The Acclamation and Response
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Collect for Purity

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout
the world: Grant, we pray, that we, having his wonderful conversion in remembrance, may show ourselves
thankful to you by following his holy teaching; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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The First Reading: Galatians 1:11-24
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin;
for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of
Jesus Christ. You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church
of God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age,
for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when God, who had set me apart before I
was born and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus.
Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I did
not see any other apostle except James the Lord's brother. In what I am writing to you, before God, I do
not lie! Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of
Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it said, "The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy." And they glorified God because of me.

Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67 (said responsively by priest and congregation)
May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.
Please stand.
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Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 10:16-22
Jesus said to the twelve, “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and
the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for
what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one
who endures to the end will be saved.”

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
A Meditation
A period of silent reflection is kept.

The Nicene Creed
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The Prayers of the People
Celebrant:
Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, let us make our prayers to the Father
through our Lord Jesus Christ, saying Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy

Intercessor: Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind them and to follow him as
his disciples in the way of the cross. Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today,
marks with the cross and makes his disciples within the Church. Lord, have mercy.

People:

Christ, have mercy.

Intercessor: Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid, and at Easter breathed on them his gift of

peace. Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them out, and give it that peace
for which it longs. Lord, have mercy.

People:

Christ, have mercy.

Intercessor: Your Son formed around him a company who were no longer servants but friends, and he

called all those who obeyed him his brother and sister and mother. Look with mercy upon
our families and our friends and upon the communities in which we share. Lord, have mercy.

People:

Christ, have mercy.

Intercessor: Your Son sent out disciples to preach and to heal the sick. Look with mercy on all those who
yearn to hear the good news of salvation, and renew among your people the gifts of healing.
Lord, have mercy.

People:

Christ, have mercy.

Intercessor: Your Son promised to those who followed him that they would sit on thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel and would share the banquet of the kingdom. According to your
promise, look with mercy on those who have walked with Christ in this life and now have
passed through death. Lord, have mercy.

People:

Christ, have mercy.
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Celebrant:

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone: so join us together in unity of spirit by
their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Confession of Sin, Absolution, and Peace
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)
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The Celebrant continues.

Sanctus and Benedictus
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Memorial Acclamation
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The Celebrant continues.

The Lord’s Prayer (said together)
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The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People

To receive the consecrated Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed. When receiving the Wine, please assist the chalice as it is offered; or, having consumed the Bread, you may return to your seat. We believe Christ fully present in either element. If you prefer not to receive the Sacrament, you may ask for a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please speak to a priest when you come forward for Communion.

Please stand.

The Postcommunion Prayer (said together)
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The Blessing
The Dismissal
† † †

Service Participants
Celebrant
The Reverend Canon Caleb J. Lee
Preacher
The Reverend Canon John Zahl
Assisting
Canon Jean Bender, Ross Tortora
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The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
January 25
Paul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen, born at Tarsus, in
present-day Turkey. He was brought up as a devoted Jew, studying in Jerusalem for a time under
Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day. Describing himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 11:1).
A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new Christian movement, and
became one of the most fanatical of those who were determined to stamp out this “dangerous heresy”. Saul witnessed the stoning of Stephen. He was on the way to Damascus to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his dramatic conversion took place.
From that day, Paul devoted his life completely to Jesus Christ and especially to the conversion of
Gentiles. The Acts of the Apostles describes the courage and determination with which he planted
Christian congregations over a large area of the land bordering the eastern Mediterranean Sea.
His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal him as the greatest of the interpreters of Christ’s
death and resurrection, and as the founder of Christian theology. He writes, “I have been crucified
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). His treatment throughout his letters of a theology in which Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the hope of Israel
and the climax and fulfillment of the covenant God made with Abraham and renewed at Sinai, and
his breathtaking rewriting of Israel’s central confession that the Lord God is One to include Jesus as
that one Lord, is nothing less than brilliant.
Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty and strong,”
it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech is of no account” (2 Corinthians
10:10). He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God to remove from him, and quotes
the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore Paul went on to say, “I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me (2 Corinthians 12:9).
Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64, during the persecution under the emperor Nero. As a Roman citizen, he would have been executed by decapitation.
Adapted from Lesser Feasts and Fasts
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